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RICHARD  OASTLER. 
Factory  Reformer  and  Children’s  Friend. 
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RICHARD  OASTLER. 


Lekh.s  possesses  no  {)ublic  memorial  of  Richard 
Oastler,  but  an  Oastlcr  Committee  has  recently 
been  formed  there,  with  the  object  of  devising 
means  whereby  his  name  and  work  shall  be 
j»er{>etuated  in  the  city  of  his  birth. 

Richard  Oastler,  the  Factory  Reformer,  was 
born  in  St.  Peter’s  Square,  Leeds,  in  the  year 
1789.  He  died  at  Harrogate  on  the  :22nd  of 
August,  18G1,  and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard 
of  Kirkstall  Church,  Leeds. 

He  spent  over  thirty  years  of  his  life  in  Leeds, 
(luting  which  period  he  became  ch^sely  identified 
with  several  jdiilanthrojac  movements.  It  was 
in  1830  that  he  first  heard  from  Mr.  Wood,  a 
Bradford  worsted  spinner  and  manufacturer,  of 
the  terrible  conditions  tinder  which  factory 
children  worked,  and  the  long  hours  at  winch 
they  were  employed.  In  the  following  year  he 
inaugurated  a great  campaign  on  behalf  of  the 
factory  workers  and  the  improvement  of  their 
conditions.  In  wliat  became  known  as  the 

Fixby  Compact”  with  representatives  of  the 
workmen  of  Huddersfield,  lie  and  they  agreed  to 
work  together  for  the  improvement  of  the  lot 
of  the  factory  operatives.  He  addressed  large 
meetings  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  in  favour 
of  the  “ Ten  Hours’  Bill.”  and  encouraged  the 
numerous  short  time  committees,”  formed  for 
the  ]>urpose  of  influencing  legislation. 

He  was  keeidy  (»pposed  to  “ The  New  Poor 
Law,”  of  183-1,  and  (m  that  account  was  dis- 
missed from  his  y)ost  id  steward  at  Fixby  Hall, 


which  he  left  in  debt,  owing  to  his  own  generosity 
from  a small  salary.  Being  unable  to  j)ay,  he 
was  sued,  and  committed  to  the  debtors’  j>rison 
“ The  Fleet,”  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  there  edited  a weekly,  ‘‘  The  Fleet  Papers,” 
which  }uomotec'.  the  ” Ten  Hours’  Movement.” 
He  was  released  in  1841,  as  a result  of  a i»ublic 
sub.scrijdion  wliich  jiaid  the  debt,  and  met  with 
a royal  reception  on  his  return  to  Huddersfield. 

From  that  time  until  1847  he  continued  the 
work  of  agitation,  only  retiiing  from  jaiblic  life 
on  the  jiassing  of  Lord  Ashley’s  Act. 

There  is  a stained-glass  window  to  the  memory 
of  Richard  Oastler  and  his  wife  in  St.  Stephen’s 
Church,  Kirkstall,  Leeds,  placed  there  by  their 
ado])ted  daught(!r,  the  late  Miss  A.  M.  Tatham. 
At  Bradford  there  is  a statue  (>f  him,  which  was 
unveiled  by  Lord  Shaftesbury  in  1869.  There 
is  also  a monument  at  Woodhouse  Church, 
Huddersfield.  In  1867  a similar  movement  was 
set  on  foot  in  Leeds  and  funds  raised,  those 
being  devoted  t<»  the  cost  of  the  statue  erected  at 
Bradford. 

At  a recent  public  meeting  in  Leeds,  Mr. 
Walter  Morriscui,  of  Malham  Tarn,  presided, 
and  headed  the  subscription  list  with  i:10.  Or. 
Sadler,  Vice-Chancellor  of  tlie  University,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  (.‘ommittee ; Mr.  AV. 
Benn,  Low  AVortley,  Leeds,  hon.  secretary;  and 
Mr.  J.  R.  Bell,  16,  Cranbrc»ok  Avenue,  Beeston 
Hill.  Leeds,  Iron.  treasurcT,  to  whom  subscriptions 
may  be  sent. — Tkxtoh,  in  the  Textile  Recorder. 


